
TWENTY FIFTH AMENDED PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER 20-38
LIMITED COVID-19 HOSPITAL REPORTING

January 1, 2023

PURPOSE OF THE ORDER

I am issuing this Public Health Order (PHO or Order) in response to the existence of thousands
of confirmed and presumptive cases of Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and related deaths
across the State of Colorado.  This Order supersedes PHO 20-36 COVID-19 Dial and PHO
20-29 Voluntary and Elective Surgeries and Procedures, and outlines reporting requirements for
hospitals.

FINDINGS

1. On March 10, 2020, Governor Jared Polis verbally declared a disaster emergency
regarding COVID-19 in Colorado, and on March 11, 2020 Governor Polis issued Executive
Order D 2020 003, memorializing the disaster declaration. The Governor’s verbal declaration
of a disaster emergency is now memorialized in Executive Order D 2021 122, as amended and
extended by D 2021 124, D 2021 125, D 2021 129, D 2021 132, D 2021 136, D 2021 139, D
2021 141, D 2022 003, D 2022 010, D 2022 013, D 2022 017, D 2022 020, D 2022 028, D 2022
035, D 2022 037, D 2022 044, and D 2022 045.  Since that time, the Governor has taken
numerous steps to implement measures to mitigate the spread of disease within Colorado, and
has further required that several public health orders be issued to implement his orders.

2. As of January 1, 2022, there have been 1,732,055 Coloradans diagnosed with COVID-19,
73,937 have been hospitalized and 14,535 Coloradans have died from COVID-19. There are 306
individuals currently hospitalized due to COVID-19, and 836 hospital beds remain unoccupied
across the state.  At this time, 90% of Colorado’s intensive care beds are occupied and 90% of
medical/surgical beds are occupied.

3. CDPHE continues to monitor COVID-19 cases, and in part relies on hospital reporting of
cases as well as hospital capacity and resource availability to determine whether any additional
measures need to be taken or additional resources are needed to further mitigate disease spread.
Individuals are encouraged to get vaccinated and boosted to protect their own health and the
health of their communities, as well as reduce their risk of hospitalization for COVID-19.
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4. The following additional public health orders remain in effect:

a. PHO 20-20 Requirements For Colorado Skilled Nursing Facilities, Assisted
Living Residences, Intermediate Care Facilities, And Group Homes For
COVID-19 Prevention And Response;

b. PHO 21-01 Vaccine Access And Data Reporting For COVID-19; and
c. PHO 22-01 Access to Testing and Treatment for COVID-19.

INTENT

This Order includes hospital reporting requirements regarding bed capacity to provide the State
with critical information to assess the status of the COVID-19 pandemic relative to the statewide
capacity to provide necessary medical care and services to Coloradans.

ORDER

This Order superseded and replaced Public Health Orders 20-29 and 20-36, as amended, on April
16, 2021.

I. COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS

A. Repealed.

B. Repealed.

C. SCHOOLS
1. In accordance with existing law, Schools shall report all COVID-19 cases and

outbreaks to public health, and work with their local public health agencies and
CDPHE, as applicable, regarding COVID-19 case investigations, which includes
following all quarantine, isolation, investigation, and any other disease mitigation
strategies deemed necessary by the public health agency.

D. Repealed.

E. Repealed.

F. Repealed.
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II. HOSPITAL FACILITY REPORTING

A. COVID-19 Case Reporting.  All Colorado hospitals shall report to CDPHE in a form and
format determined by CDPHE, certain information for confirmed (positive laboratory
test) cases of COVID-19, including but not limited to:
1. race and ethnicity;
2. numbers of suspected and confirmed cases who are hospitalized, who are

hospitalized and using a ventilator, or who are in the emergency department
waiting for an inpatient bed;

3. REPEALED;
4. deaths due to COVID-19;
5. medical equipment and supply information, including but not limited to acute care

bed, med/surgical bed, and intensive care unit (ICU) bed capacity and occupancy,
and

6. COVID-19 vaccination status, including primary, additional and booster doses,
and age.

Reporting by hospitals shall be done in CDPHE’s EMResource reporting system twice
per week on Tuesday and Friday by 10:00 a.m., or as otherwise required by this Order.
Reporting via the COVID Patient Hospital Surveillance system (COPHS) shall continue
as instructed by CDPHE.

B. Hospital Bed Capacity Reporting.  All Colorado hospitals shall report to CDPHE the
following in EMResource twice per week on Tuesday and Friday, by 10:00 a.m.:
1. The daily maximum number of adult and pediatric beds that are currently or

can be made available within 24 hours for patients in need of ICU level
care; and

2. The daily maximum number of all staffed acute care beds, including ICU
beds, available for patients in need of non-ICU hospitalization.

3. The daily maximum number of all adult and pediatric med/surgical beds,
available for patients in need of non-ICU hospitalization.

III. Repealed.

IV. Repealed.

V. ENFORCEMENT

This Order will be enforced by all appropriate legal means.  Local authorities are encouraged to
determine the best course of action to encourage maximum compliance. Failure to comply with
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this order could result in penalties, including jail time, and fines, and may also be subject to
discipline on a professional license based upon the applicable practice act.

VI. SEVERABILITY

If any provision of this Order or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held to
be invalid, the remainder of the Order, including the application of such part or provision to other
persons or circumstances, shall not be affected and shall continue in full force and effect. To this
end, the provisions of this Order are severable.

VII. DURATION

This Order shall become effective on Sunday, January 1, 2022 and will expire at 12:01 AM on
January 31, 2023 unless extended, rescinded, superseded, or amended in writing.

_________________________________ ____________________________
Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH Date
Executive Director
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